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The Bengali translations of two great Sanskrit texts the Ramayana and the Bhagavata Purana played
a crucial role in the development of Middle Bengali literature. Maladhar Basu’s Sri Krishna Vijaya
(Triumph of Lord Krishna), which is chiefly a translation of the 10th and 11th cantos of the Bhagavata
Purana, is the earliest Bengali narrative poem that can be assigned to a definite date. Maladhar
Basu flourished in the modern-day Bardhaman district of Paschimbanga in the 15th century
Composed between 1473 and 1480 C.E., it is also the oldest Bengali narrative poem of the Krishna
legend. The Ramayana, under the title of Sri Rama Panchali, more popularly known as the Krittivasi
Ramayana, was translated by Krittivas Ojha who belonged to the modern-day Nadia district,
Paschimbanga. He also, like Maladhar Basu, flourished in the 15th century. Mangal-Kavya (“Poems
of Benediction™), a group of Hindu narrative poetry, composed more or less between 13th Century
and 18th Century, eulogise the indigenous deities of rural Bengal in the social scenario of the
Middle Ages. Manasa Mangal, Chandi Mangal and Dharma Mangal, the three major genus
of Mangal-Kavya tradition include the portrayal of the magnitude of Manasa , Chandi and
Dharmathakur, who are are considered the greatest among all the native divinities in Bengal,
respectively. There are also minor Mangalkavyas known as Shivayana, Kalikda Mangal, Raya Mangal,
Shashti Mangal, Sitala Mangal and Kamala Mangal etc. Majore poets of Mangalkavya tradition
are Mukundaram Chakrabarty, Bijay Gupta, Rupram Chakrabarty etc
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2Chandidas(1408), kritibas ojha,iswachand gupta 1812-185%ichael Madhusudan Dutt&824-
1873

3Akho (1591-1659)oet,Vedantist and radical, Bhojo Bhagaf785—-1850), devotional poet, Bhalam
(c. 14264500), Dayaram (1757-1852), Dhiro (1753-1825), devotipoat, Kant (1867—1923), writer
and poet who wrote khandakavyas (narrative poems) and ghazals, Jaya Mehta (1929), Meerabai (1498-1547),
alternate spelling: Meera, Mira, Meera Bai; Hindu poet-saint, mystical poghesse compositions, extant
version of which are in Gujarasind a Rajasthani dialect of Hindi, remain popthaoughout India, Narsinh
Mehta, alternate spelling: Narasinifehta (c. 1414 — c. 1481), Hindu poet-saintable as a bhakta, an
exponent of Hindu devotional religioyp®etry; acclaimed a&di Kavi (Sanskrit for “first among poets”) of
Guijarat, where he is especially reverfetemanand (poet) (1640-1700) nonreligious poet who veraally
in Hindi, but when reprimanded by his guru, switched to Gujarati, which he vowed to develop into a language
of fine literary expression

“Habba Khatun (16th centurydalleshwari also known as “Lalla” or “Lal Ded”, Mahmud Gami (1765—
1855), Magbool Shah Kralawari (1976), Nund Reshi (1377-1440), Paramananda (Kashmiri poet) (1791-1864),
Rasul Mir (died 1870), Rehman Rahi (born 1925), poet, translator and critic, fitukafim, Rupa Bhavani
(1621-1721)

SACHARYA RAMLOCHAN SARAN (1889-1971), littératepygra-mmarian, publisher and po@idyapati, also
known asVidyapatiThakur and called Maithil Kavi Kokil “the poet cuckoo of Maithili” (c. 1352 — c. 1448),
Maithili poet and Sanskrit writer

5Thunchaththu Ramanujan Ezh uthachzalledthe “Father of the Malayalatanguage” (fl. 16th century),
Arnos Paathiri, also known as “Johann Ernst Hanxleden” (1681-1732), a German Jesuinjgséshary
in India and a Malayalam/Sanskrit poet, grammaitiexicographerand philologist, Poonthanam Namboothiri
(fl. 16th century), devotional poet, Kunchan Nambiar (1705-1770), Ukveyier, IrayimmanThampi (1783—
1862), court poet and musician

’Sant Eknath or Ekith; the epithet “sant” is traditionally given to persons regarded as thoroughly saintly
(1533-1599), poet and schol&antTukaram (birth-year estimates range from 1577—1609 — died 1650), Keshav
Pandit, also known as Keshav Pandit or Keshav Bhat Pandit (died J8&0pus oficial under Chhatrapati
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Shivaji, poet andanskritscholay Bahinabai Chaudhari (1880-1951), illiterateet whose son wrote down
her poems.

8Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja (born sometinmanfrl670 to 1688 poet and member of the royal family
of a princely stateFakir Mohan Senapati, short-story writer, novelist, poet, writer, government official
and social activist who has variously been called the “Father of Modern Oriya Literature” and Vyasakabi or
“founder poet” of the language. He wrote what is regarded as the first short story in the Oriya language, whose
preser-vation he championed.

°SURYAMAL MISRAN (1815—1863), poet and scholar of grammar, logic, history and politics in the court
of the Chauhan dynasty in Bundi

0This list is in alphabetical order by family name (surname). The position (first, second, last place) in
a Telugu name is complicated. Traditionally, most Telegu family names have been given first, followed by
the given name. For men, the two names are often followed by a caste title, such as Reddy, Sastri or Raju .
In the 20th century, caste titles have been replaced by secondary given names such as Rao, Babu and Baba.
Women may have only two-part names or an extension of the given name, such as Devi or Amma. Christian
names follow the same order, but Muslim names often have the family name at the end. Many poets use one-
or two-word pen names. (A Note on Telugu Names, p xix, Hibiscus on the Lake : Twentieth-century Telugu
Poetry from India, edited and translated by Velcheru Narayana Rao) Annamacharya (1408—1503), mystic
saint composer of the 15th century, widely regarded as the Telugu pada kavita pitaamaha (grand old man
of simple poetry); husband of Tallapaka Tirumalamma, Errana also known as “Yellapregada” or “Erra-
pregada” (fl.14th century), poet in the court of Prolaya Vemareddy who ruled areas in the future state of Andhra
Pradesh; third poet of the Kavi Trayam, or “Trinity of Poets”, that translated Mahabharatamu into Telugu
over the course of a few centuries: he concluded the project by translating the half-finished “Aranya Parvamu*
in the mode of Nannaya Bhattaraka and then shifting to that of Tikkana as a bridge between the two styles;
honored with the title Prabandha Parameshwara (“the supreme lord of Prabandha”) and Shambudasusu;
belonged to Srivatsa gotram and Apastambha sutram of the Brahmin caste, Molla, also known as “Mollamamba”,
both popular names of Atukuri Molla (1440-1530) poet who wrote Telugu Ramayan; a woman, Nannaya Bhattaraka,
also known as the First Poet “Aadi Kavi”, the first poet of the Kavi Trayam, or “Trinity of Poets”, that translated
Mahabharatamu into Telugu over the course of a few centuries, Potana, born Bammera Pothana (1450-1510),
poet best known for his translation of the Bhagavatam from Sanskrit; the book is popularly known as Pothana
Bhagavatham, Tallapaka Tirumalamma, also known as “Timmakka” and “Thim-makka™ (fl. 15th century) poet
who wrote Subhadra Kaly-anam; wife of singer-poet Annamacharya and was popularly known as Timmakka,
Vemana (fl. 14th century) poet, many of whose poems are now colloquial phrases in Telugu; a yogi or yogi-
like person whose poems, in a simple style, are all in the Ataveladi (“dancing lady”) meter, dealing with mystic,
satirical, moral and social subjects, including social problems and challenging traditions; he is often por-trayed
in the nude

"The 15th century is marked by the emergence of Vaishnava lyrical poetry or the padavali in Bengal.
The poetry of Vidya-pati, the great Maithili poet, though not written in Bengali, influenced the literature of
the time so greatly that it makes him a vital part of Middle Bengali literature. He flourished in the modern-
day Darbhanga district of Bihdndia in the 14th centurHis Vaishnava lyrics became very popular among
the masses of Bengdlhe first major Bengali poet to writéaishnava lyrics was Chandidas, who belong to
the modern-day Birbhum district (aaccording to anotharpinion, Bankura district), Paschimbanga in the
15thcentury Chandidas is also known for his humanist proclamatit®abar upare manush satya, tahar
uparenai”, “ The supreme truth is man, there is noting more important than A&asks of bothVidyapati
and Chandidas, along with Jayadev@ita Govinda were known to the favourites of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.The
Bengali translations of two great Sanskrit texts the Ramayana and the Bhagavata Purana played a crucial role
in the development of Middle Bengali literature. Maladhar BaSu’ KrishnaVijaya, Triumph of Lord Krishna),
which is chiefly a translation of the 10th aridhlcantos of the Bhagavata Purana, is the earliest Bengali narrative
poem that can be assigned to a definite date. Maladhar Basu flourished in the modern-day Bardhaman district
of Paschimbanga in the 15th centu@pmposed between 1473 and 1480 C.E., it is also the oldest Bengali
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narrative poem of the Krishna legefithe Ramayana, under the title of Sri Rama Panchali, more popularly
known as the Krittivasi Ramayana, was translated by Krittivas Ojha who belonged to the modern-day Nadia
district PaschimbangaHe also, like Maladhar Basu, flourished in the 15th century

2The distinguished Jain monk and scholar Hemchandracharya suri was one of the earliest scholars of
Prakrit and Apab-hramsha grammars and the mother of the Gujarati langudgdad penned a formal set
of ‘grammarian principles’ as the harbinger of the Gujarati language during the reign of the Rajput king Siddharaj
Jayasinh oAnhilwara. This treatise formed the cornerstoneédpfibhramsa grammar in the Gujarati language,
establishing a language from a combination of corrupted forms of languages like Sanskrithemdagadhi.
He authored “Kavyanushasana”: poetics, a handbook or manual of, g8a&tdha-haima-shabd-anushasana”:
Prakrit andApabhramsha grammars, and “Desinamamala”: a list of words of local origin. It is gen-erally accepted
by historians and researchers in literary genres in Gujarati literature that the earliest writings in this very ancient
language were by Jaina authdrbese were composed in the form of Rasas, Phagugilasds. Rasas were
long poems which were essentially heroic, romantic or narrative in nature. Salibhads&Bhara-tesvara
Bahubalirasa” (185AD), Vijayasena “Revantgiri-rasa” (1238D), Ambadevas “Samararasa” (1314D)
andVinayaprabha& “Gautama Svamirasa” (133®) are the most illustrious examples of this form of literature
in Gujarati. Other notable Prabandha or narrative poems of this period include SitiRargmalla Chhanda”
(1398AD), Merutungas “Prabodhachintamani”, Padma-nalsh&Kanhadade Prabandha” (14A6) and
Bhima's “Sadayavatsa Katha” (14J4D). The phagus are poems that pictured the blissful and cheery nature
of thespringfestival (Vasantha). Rajasekhasa’'Neminatha-phagu” (134AD) andAjnat (Unknown)
Kavi’'s “Vasanthavilasa” (1350AD) are unsurpassed instances of such texts. “Nem-inatha Chatuspadika”
(1140AD) by Vinayachandra is the oldest of the baramasi genre of Gujarati poieensarliest work in Gujarati
prose wagdarunaprabha’ “Balavabodha” (135BD). “Prithvichandra Charita” (1422D) of Manik-yasundara,
which essentially served as a religious romance, is the most paramount illustration of Old Gujarati prose
and is reminiscentf BaGabhamma Kadambari. Due to flourishing trade and commerdghimedabad and
Kha-mbat (Cambay), entertainment activities started to develop, and the Jain saints, story-tellers, puppet shows,
and Bhavai (dramas) also revived literatdrkis gave birth to ancient literature and tlghlcentury noted
poet Hemchandra (1088+42). During the 15th centyrujarati literature had come under the tremendous
sway of the Bhakti move-ment, a popular cultural movement to liberate religion from entrenched priesthood.
Narsinh Mehta (1415-1484.D.) was the foremost poet of this era. His poems delineated a very saintly and
mystical sense and bore an intense refl-ection of the philosoptdyaitism. Narasinh Mehta“Govind Gaman”,
“Surat Sangram”, “Sudama Charitra” and “Sringaramala” are stupendous and exceptional illust-rations of this
devotional poetry.

BThis is the age when Jain and Hindu poets produced Gujarat literature in abundance. The prose and
poetry created were mostly to encourage religion and worship. The Gita, Ma-habharat, Vedas, and Bhagvat
were instantly popular, and worshiping and offering love to God through them stayed in the hearts of people
for long. Narsinh Mehta’s creations are considered the best. There were also creations of prayers, Jain history,
etc. During this period of the influence of the Bhakti Movement on Gujarati literature, the Ramayana, the Bhagavad
Gita, the Yogavashistha and the Panchatantra were all translated into Gujarati. This period also experienced
the colossal Puranic revival, which led to the rapid growth and maturation of devotional poetry in Gujarati
literature. This era is divided into two parts, “Sagun Bhakti Dhara” and “Nirgun Bhakti Dhara”.”Sagun Bhakti
Dhara”In this “Dhara”, the God is worshiped in physical form, having some form and virtues like Ram and
Krishna.Narsinh Mehta, Meera, and Dayaram were foremost contributors of this “Dhara”. Bhalan (1434-1514
AD) had furnished a meritorious representation of BaGabhamma’s “Kadambari” into Guj-arati. Bhalana composed
other substantial and irreplaceable works like “Dasham Skandha”, “Nalakhyan”, “Ramabal Charitra” and “Chandi
Akhyana”. Meera supplied many “Pada” (Verse). Premanand Bhatt, who is deemed the most important of all
Gujarati poets, was absolutely involved in taking and elevating the Gujarati language and literature to new
peaks. Amongst Premananda Bhatta’s umpteen auth-orships, the most crucial are “Okha Harana”, “Nalakhyana,
“Abhimanyu Akhyana”, “Dasham Skandha”, and “Sudama Charitra”. Shamal Bhatt was an extremely creative
and productive poet who gave birth to unforgettable works like “Padmavati”, “Batris Putli”, “Nanda Batrisi”,
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“Sinhasan Batrisi” and “Madana Mohan” in Gujarati verse writing. Dayaram (1767—1852) had given rise to
religious, ethical and romantic lyrics referred to as ‘Garbi’. His most author-itative works comprise “Bhakti
Poshan”, “Rasik Vallabh” and “Ajamel Akhyan”. The “Ramayana” was authored by Giridhara in Gujarati
during the middle of the 19th century. Parmanand, Brahmanand, Vallabha, Haridas, Ranchhod and Divali
Bai were other authoritative ‘saint poets’ from this period of poetry predomination in Gujarati literature. Poets
from the Swaminarayan sect contributed immensely.”Nirgun Bhakti Dhara “The God has no physical form
in this “Dhara” Narsinh Mehta and Akho were the foremost contributors of this “Dhara”. Akho’s “Akhe Gita”,
“Chittavichar Samvad” and “Anubhav” Bindu” have always been illustrated as being ‘emphatic’ compositions
on the Vedanta. Yet another poet, Mandana, had given form to immortal works like “Prabodha Battrisi”,
“Ramayan” and “Rupmangal Katha”. Other contributors are Kabir-Panthi, Dhira Bhagat, Bhoja Bhagat,
Bapusaheb Gaikwad, and Pritam.

“King Krishnadevaraya, patron of Vaishnava literature. The 14th century saw major upheavals in geo-
politics of southern India with Muslim empires invading from the north. The Vijayanagara Empire stood as
a bulwark against these invasions and created an atmosphere conducive to the development of the fine arts.
In a golden age of Kannada literature, competition between Vaishnava and Veerashaiva writers was fierce and
literary disputations between the two sects were common, especially in the court of King Deva Raya II. Acute
rivalry led to “organised processions” in honour of the classics written by poets of the respective sects.To
this period belonged Kumara Vyasa (the pen name of Naranappa), a doyen of medieval epic poets and one
the most influential Vaishnava poets of the time. He was particularly known for his sophisticated use of metaphors
and had even earned the title Rupaka Samrajya Chakravarti (“Emperor of the land of Metaphors™). In 1430,
he wrote the Gadugina Bharata, popularly known as Karnata Bharata Kathamanjari or Kumaravyasa Bharata
in the Vyasa tradition. The work is a translation of the first ten chapters of the epic Mahabharata and emphasises
the divinity and grace of the Lord Krishna, portraying all characters with the exception of Krishna to suffer
from human foibles. An interesting aspect of the work is the sense of humour exhibited by the poet and his
hero, Krishna. This work marked a transition of Kannada literature to a more modern genre and heralded a
new age combining poetic perfection with religious inspiration. The remaining parvas (chapters) of Mahabharata
were translated by Timmanna Kavi (1510) in the court of King Krishnadevaraya. The poet named his work
Krishnaraya Bharata after his patron king. Kumara Valmiki (1500) wrote the first complete brahminical
adaptation of the epic Ramayana, called Torave Ramayana. According to the author, the epic he wrote merely
narrated God Shiva’s conversation with his consort Parvati. This writing has remained popular for centuries
and inspired folk theatre such as the Yakshagana, which has made use of its verses as a script for enacting
episodes from the great epic. In Valmiki’s version of the epic, King Ravana is depicted as one of the suitors
at Sita’s Swayamvara (lit. a ceremony of “choice of a husband™). His failure to win the bride’s hand results
in jealousy towards Rama, the eventual bridegroom. As the story progresses, Hanuman, for all his services
to Rama, is exalted to the status of “the next creator”. Towards the end of the story, during the war with Rama,
Ravana realises that his adversary is none other than the God Vishnu and hastens to die at his hands to achieve
salvation.Chamarasa, a Veerashaiva poet, was a rival of Kumara Vyasa in the court of Devaraya II. His eulogy
of the saint Allama Prabhu, titled Prabhulinga Lile (1430), was later translated into Telugu and Tamil at the
behest of his patron king. In the story, the saint was considered an incarnation of Hindu God Ganapathi while
Parvati took the form of a princess of Banavasi. Interaction between Kannada and Telugu literatures, a trend
which had begun in the Hoysala period, increased. Translations of classics from Kannada to Telugu and vice
versa became popular. Well-known bilingual poets of this period were Bhima Kavi, Piduparti Somanatha and
Nilakanthacharya. In fact, so well versed in Kannada were some Telugu poets, including Dhurjati, that they
freely used many Kannada terms in their Telugu writings. It was because of this “familiarity” with Kannada,
that the notable writer Srinatha even called his Telugu, “Kannada”. This process of interaction between the
two languages continued into the 19th century in the form of translations by bilingual writers. Vaishnava The
Vaishnava Bhakti (devotional) movement involving well-known Haridasas (devotee saints) of that time made
an indelible imprint on Kannada literature starting in the 15th century, inspiring a body of work called Haridasa
Sahitya (“Haridasa literature™). Influenced by the Veerashaivism of the 12th century, this movement touched
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the lives of millions with its strong current of devotion. The Haridasas conveyed the message of Vedantic philosopher
Madhvach-arya to the common man through simple Kannada language in the form of devaranamas and kirthanas
(devotional songs in praise of god). The philosophy of Madhvacharya was spread by eminent disciples including
Naraharitirtha, Jayatirtha, Vyasatirtha, Sripadaraya, Vadirajatirtha, Pur-andara Dasa, and Kanaka Dasa.
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, a prominent saint from distant Bengal, visited the region in 1510, further stimulating
the devotional movement. Purandara Dasa (1484—1564), a wandering bard, is believed to have composed 475,000
songs in the Kannada and Sanskrit languages, though only about 1,000 songs are known today. Composed
in various ragas, and often ending with a salutation to the Hindu deity Vittala, his compositions presented
the essence of the Upanishads and the Puranas in simple yet expressive language. He also devised a system
by which the common man could learn Carnatic music, and codified the musical composition forms svaravalis,
alankaras (“figure of speech”) and geethams. Owing to such contributions, Purandara Dasa earned the honorific
Karnataka Sangeeta Pitamaha (“Father of Carnatic Music”). Kanaka Dasa (whose birth name was Thimmappa
Nayaka, 1509-1609) of Kaginele (in modern Haveri district) was an ascetic and spiritual seeker who authored
important writings such as Mohanatarangini (“River of Delight”), the story of the Hindu god Krishna in sangatya
metre; Nris-imhastava, a work dealing with glory of god Narasimha; Nalacharita, the story of Nala, noted for
its narration; and Hari Bhaktisara, a spontaneous writing on devotion in shat-padi metre. The latter writing,
which deals with niti (morals), bhakti (devotion) and vairagya (renunciation) has become popular as a standard
book of learning for children. Kanaka Dasa authored a unique allegorical poem titled Ramad-hanya Charitre
(“Story of Rama’s Chosen Grain), which exalts ragi over rice. Apart from these classics, about 240 songs
written by the Kanaka Dasa are available today. The Haridasa movement returned to prominence from the
17th through 19th centuries, producing as many as 300 poets in this genre; well-known among them are Vijaya
Dasa (1682—1755), Gopala Dasa (1721-1769), Jagannatha Dasa (1728—1809), Mahipathi Dasa (1750), Helavanakatte
Giria-mma and others. Over time, the movement’s devotional songs inspired a form of religious and didactic
performing art of the Vaishnava people called the Harikatha (“Stories of Hari”). Similar developments were
seen among the follo-wers of the Veerashaiva faith who popularised the Shiva-katha (“Stories of Shiva”)Mysore
and Keladi period Main articles: Mysore literature and Musicians of the Kingdom of Mysore.With the decline
of the Vijayanagara Empire, the Kingdom of Mysore (1565—-1947) and the kingdom of the Keladi Nayakas
(1565—1763) rose to power in the southern and western regions of modern Karnataka respe-ctively. Production
of literary texts covering various themes flourished in these two courts. The Mysore court was adorned by
eminent writers who authored encyclopaedias, epics, and religious commentaries, and composers and musicians.
The Keladi court is better known for writings on Veerashaiva doctrine. The Mysore kings themselves were
accomplished in the fine arts and made important contributions. A unique and native form of poetic literature
with dramatic representation called Yakshagana gained popularity in the 18th century. Geetha Gopala, a well-
known treatise on music, is ascribed to King Chikka Devaraja Wodeyar (1673—1704), the earliest composer
of the dynasty, who went by the honorific Sahitya Vidyanikasha Prastharam (“Expert in literature™) Inspired
by Jayadeva’s Geetha Govinda in Sanskrit, it was written in saptapadi metre. This is the first writing to propagate
the Vaishnava faith in the Kannada language. Also writing in this periodwas Sarvajna (lit. “The all knowing”)—
a mendicant and drifter Veerashaiva poet who left a deep imprint on Kannada speaking region and its people.
His didactic Vachanas, penned in the tripadi metre, constitute some of Kannada’s most celebrated works. With
the exception of some early poems, his works focus on his spiritual quest as a drifter. The pithy Vachanas
contain his observations on the art of living, the purpose of life and the ways of the world. He was not patronised
by royalty, nor did he write for fame; his main aim was to instruct people about morality. The writing of Brahmin
author Lakshmisa (or Lakshmisha), a well-known story-teller and a dramatist, is dated to the mid-16th or late
17th century. The Jaimini Bharata, his version of the epic Mahabharata written in shatpadi metre, is one of
the most popular poems of the late medieval period. A collection of stories, the poem includes the tale of the
Sita Parityaga (“Repudiation of Sita”). The author successfully converted a religious story into a very human
tale; it remains popular even in modern times. The period also saw advances in dramatic works. Though there
is evidence that theatre was known from the 12th century or earlier, modern Kannada theatre is traced to the
rise of Yakshagana (a type of field play), which appeared in the 16th century. The golden age of Yakshagana
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compositions was tied to the rule of King Kanteerava Narasaraja Wodeyar 11 (1704—1714). A poly-glot, he
authored 14 Yakshaganas in various languages, although all are written in the Kannada script. He is credited
with the earliest Yakshaganas that included sangeeta (music), nataka (drama) and natya (dance). Mummadi
Krishnaraja Wodeyar (1794—1868), the ruler of the princely state of Mysore, was another prolific writer of
the era. More than 40 writings are attributed to him, including a poetic romance called Saugandika Parinaya
written in two versions, sangatya and a drama. His reign signalled the shift from classical genres to modern
literature which was to be complemented by the influence of colonial period of India.

B Kashmiri literature (Kashmiri has a history of at least 2,500 years, going back to its glory days of
Sanskrit. Early names include Patanjali, the author of the Mahabhashya commentary on Panini’s grammar,
suggested by some to have been the same to write the Hindu treatise known as the Yogasutra, and Dridhbala,
who revised the Charaka Samhita of Ayurveda.In medieval times the great Kashmir Valley School of Art, Culture
and Philosophy Kashmir Shaivism arose. Its great masters include Vasugupta (c. 800), Utpala (c. 925), Abhin-
avagupta and Kshemaraja. In the theory of aesthetics one can list the Anandavardhana and Abhinavagupta.
Many generations later, in our modern times, a new lease of life given, to same “school of thought” was given
by Swami Lakshman Joo of Ishbher/Gupta Ganga, Srinagar, India.The use of the Kashmiri language began
with the poet Lalleshvari or Lal Ded (14th century), who wrote mystical verses. Another mystic of her time
equally revered in Kashmir and popularly known as Nunda Reshi wrote powerful poetry like his senior Lal
Ded. Later, came Habba Khatun (16th century) with her lol style. Other major names are Rupa Bhavani (1621—
1721), Arnimal (d. 1800), Mahmud Gami (1765—-1855), Rasul Mir (d. 1870), Paramananda (1791-1864),
Magbool Shah Kra-lawari (1820-1976). Also the Sufi poets like Shamas Fakir, Wahab Khar, Soch Kral, Samad
Mir, and Ahad Zargar. Among modern poets are Ghulam Ahmad Mahjur (1885-1952), Abdul Ahad Azad
(1903-1948), and Zinda Kaul (1884—1965).During 1950s, a number of well educated youth turned to Kashmiri
writing, both poetry and prose, and enriched modern Kashmiri writing by leaps and bounds. Among these writers
are Dinanath Nadim (1916-1988), Rahman Rahi, Ghulam Nabi Firaq, Ali Muhammed Shahbaz, Mushtaq Kashmiri,
Amin Kamil (1923-), Ali Mohd Lone, Akhtar Mohiuddin, Som Nath Zutshi, Muzaffar Aazim and Sarvanand
Kaul ‘Premi’. Some later day writers are Hari Krishan Kaul, Majrooh Rashid, Rattanlal Shant, Hirdhey Kaul
Bharti, Rafiq Raaz, Tariq Shehraz, Shafi Shauq, Nazir Jahangir, M H Zaftar, Shenaz Rashid, Shabir Ahmad
Shabir, Nisar Azam,Javaid Anwar, Shabir Magami,’, Moti Lal Kemmu (playwright).Contemporary Kashmiri
literature appears in Sheeraza published by the Jammu & Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Languages,
Anbhar published by the Kashmirri Department of the Kashmir University, and an independent magazine Neab
International Kashmiri Magazine — http://www.neabin-ternational.org published from Boston,Vaakh an
independent publication and Koshur Samachar.== Kashmiri Drama:-SUYA is a kashmiri drama written by
Ali Mohmmad Lone.

*The term Malayalam literature refers to literature written in Malayalam language. Malayalam is the
language spoken by around 35 million people, mainly the inhabitants of the state of Kerala and the union territory
of Lakshadweep Islands in India. Malayalam is a Dravidian language and has close association with the other
Dravidian languages, especially Tamil. Historically, Kerala had been receptive to foreign influence and this
has had effect on the Malayalam literature also, which has evolved over time.

”Ramacharitham is a collection of poems written at the end of preliminary stage in Malayalam literature s
evolution. 1t is the oldest Malayalam book available. The collection has 1814 poems in it. Ramachritham mainly
consists of stories from Yuddha Kanda of Ramayana. It is written by a poet named Cheeramakavi who,
according to poet Ulloor S. Parameshwaya Aiyer was Sree Veerarama Varman, a king of Travancore from
AD 1195 to 1208. Some other experts like Dr. K.M. George and P.V. Krishnan Nair claim that the origin
of the book is in north Kerala citing the use of certain words in the book and also the fact that the manuscript
of the book was actually recovered from Neeleshwaram in north Kerala. Some experts consider it as a Tamil
literary piece. According to A. R. Rajaraja Varma who heavily contributed in the development of Malayalam
grammar, is of the opinion that Malayalam originated from ancient Tamil. Ramacharitham is considered as
a book written during the forming years of Malayalam. According to Rev. Dr. Hermann Gundert who compiled
the first dictionary in Malayalam language, Ramacharitham shows the ancient of Malayalam language
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8The momentous change in Manipuri Literature and culture was during the reign of Meidingu Charairongba
and his successors. With the dawn of eighteenth century, Meitrabak (Manipur) achieved the full development
of her culture, economy and state system. In this revolutionary change in the Meitrabak’s life, three kings -
father, son, and a great grandson : Charairongba (1697—1709), Pamheiba or Garib-niwaz (1709—1748) and
Chingthangkhomba or Bhayg-yachandra (1749-1798) played very significant roles, the stamp of which was
imprinted on the history of Meitrabak. After the death of Paikhomba, his newphew Charairongba, the son of
his younger brother Tonsenngamba ascended the throne in 1697. His reign was a transition period from traditional
Meetei social situation to a Hinduised Meetei Society. He constructed several temples for Meitei deities like
Panthoibi, Sanamahi and Hindu deities after his espousal with Vaishnavism . The relation with Burma was
deteriorated and more strengthened with India after conversion into Vaishnavism. As a result, the period from
the embraced of Vaishnavism by Meetei King till the advent of British in Meitrabak (Manipur) is considered
to be the Medieval Period of Manipuri Literature. Influence of Vaishnavism As great as a conqueror, Meidingu
Pamheiba ( 1709-1748) was also a great religious and social reformer, under his royal patronage Cheitanya’s
school of Vaishnavism was propagated in Meitrabak. Cheitharol Kumbaba records that in October, 1717.
Graibnawaz was initiated into Vaishnavism by Guru Gopal Das. Afterward, he switched over to Ramanandi
School of Vaishnavism after the arrival of Shanta Das. Puya Meithaba — Buring of the Meetei Puyas ( Old
Scriptures). Other remarkable anonymous book of this period is - “Chothe Thangwai Pakhangba “. In the
later part of 18th century, Wangkhei Pundit Gopiram Singh was the scholar in the royal court of Medingu
Chingthangkhomba (1763—1798). In case of any adversity, King used to consult with him. In 1789, (as per
Meetei calendar, 28th Wakching, Thursday ) Gobin-daram had started the writing of “Meihaubaron Puya”.

PThough the earliest known Marathi inscription found at the foot of the statue at Shravanabelgola
in Karnataka is dated c. 983, the Marathi literature actually started with the religious writings by the saint-
poets belonging to Maha-nubhava and Warkari sects. Mahanubhava saints used prose as their main medium,
while Warkari saints preferred poetry as the medium. The early saint-poets were Mukundaraj who wrote
Vivekasindhu, Dnyaneshwar (1275-1296) (who wrote Amrutanubhav and Bhawarthadeepika, which is popularly
known as Dnyaneshwari, a 9000-couplets long commentary on the Bhagavad Gita) and Namdev. They were
followed by the Warkari saint-poet Eknath (1528—1599). Mukteswar translated the great epic Mahabharata
into Marathi. Social reformers like saint-poet Tukaram transformed Marathi into an enriched literary language.
Ramdas’s (1608—1681) Dasbodh and Manache Shlok are well-known products of this tradition.In the 18th
century, several well-known works like Yatharthadeepika (by Vaman Pandit), Naladamayanti Swayamvara
(by Ragh-unath Pan-dit), Pandava Pratap, Harivijay, Ramvijay (by Shridhar Pandit) and Mahabharata (by
Moropant) were produced. However, the most versatile and voluminous writer among the poets was Moropanta
(1729-1794) whose Mahabharata was the first epic poem in Marathi. The historical section of the old Marathi
literature was unique as it contained both prose and poetry. The prose section cont-ained the Bakhars that
were written after the foundation of the Maratha kingdom by Shivaji. The poetry section contained the Povadas
and the Katavas composed by the Shahirs. The period from 1794 to 1818 is regarded as the closing period
of the Old Marathi literature and the begin-ning of the Modern Marathi literature.

2 Punjabi literature refers to literary works written in the Punjabi language particularly by peoples from
the historical Punjab region of India and Pakistan including the Punjabi diaspora. The Punjabi language is
written in several different scripts, of which the Shahmukhi, the Gurmukhi scripts are the most commonly
used.Medieval eraEarly Punjabi literature (c. 11th-13th century)The earliest Punjabi literature is found in the
fragments of writings of the 11th Nath yogis Gorakshanath and Charpatnah which is primarily spiritual and
mystical in tone. Notwithstanding this early yogic literature, the Punjabi literary tradition is popularly seen
to commence with Fariduddin Ganjshakar (1173—-1266). Whose Sufi poetry was compiled after his death in
the Adi Granth.

2'ADHO DURASO (1538—1651): Virud Chihattari, Doha Solanki Viramdevji ra, Jhulana Rav Surtan ra, Marsiya
Rav Surtan ra, Jhulana Raja Mansingh Macchvaha ra, Jhulana Ravat Megha ra, Git Raji sri Rohitasji ra, Jhulana
Rav Amarsingh Gajsinghota ra, Kirta Bhavani, Mataji ra Chhand, Sri Kumar Ajjaji na Bhuchar Mori ni Gajagat
Adho Kisano II (born 1785), composed historical poems and wrote a book on Rajasthani ProsodyAdho Opo
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(1752—-1843), Peshwa of Sirohi: Dingal gitasBalabakhsha Palhavta Barath (born 1917) a Rajasthani poet known
for his poems on Ethics Bananath (born 1780) a Rajasthani poet of Nath tradition Bankidas Asiya ,Bhandau
Vyas (15th century): Hamm-irayana Chand Bardai Chandrasakhi (1643—1733) Charandas (1703—1782) Dariyavji
(1676—1758) Dayaldas Sindhay-ach (1798—1891): Bikaner re Rathoro ri Khyat (Dayaldas ri Khyat), Aryakhyana
Kalpadruma, Desh Darpana, Panwa Vansh-Pradeep, Bikaner re Rathoro ra Geet Din Darvesh (Saim Dina) (born
1753), Rajasthani Saint Poet

2The earliest reference to Sindhi literature is contained in the writings of Arab historians. 1t is established
that Sindhi was the first and the earliest language of East in which the Quran was translated in the eighth or
ninth century A.D. There is evidence of Sindhi poets reciting their verses before the Muslim Caliphs in Baghdad.
It is also recorded that treatises were written in Sindhi on astronomy, medicine and history during the eighth
and ninth centuries. Shortly afterwards, Pir Nooruddin, an Ismaili Missionary, wrote Sufis tic poetry in Sindhi
language. His verses, known as “ginans”, can be taken as the specimen of early Sindhi poetry. He came to
Sindh during the year 1079 AD. His poetry is an interesting record of the language which was spoken commonly
at that time. He was a Sufi and a preacher of Islam. His verses are, therefore, full of mysticism and religion.
After him, Pir Shams Sabzwari Multani, Pir Shahabuddin and Pir Sadruddin are recognized as poets of Sindhi
language. We even find some verses composed by Baba Farid Ganj Shakar, in Sindhi language. Pir Sadruddin
(1290-1409 AD), was a great poet, saint and Sufi of his time. He composed his verses (ginans) in Lari and
Katchi dialects of Sindhi. He also composed the “gin-ans” in the Punjabi, Seraiki, Hindi and Gujarati languages.
He modified the old script of Sindhi language, which was commonly used by the lohana catse of Hindus of
Sindh who embraced Islam under his teaching and were called by him ‘Khuwajas’ or ‘Khojas’. During the
Sama dynasty (1010—1351 A.D.) who took over after Soomra, native Sindhi-speaking who ruled Sindh after
the Arabs), and afterwards in the days of Arghuns, Tarkhans, Mughal governors (1521-1700 A.D.), Sindh produced
may scholars and poets of Sindhi, Arabic and Persian languages. Qazi Qadan, Shah Karim of Bhulri (grand
father of Shah Abdul Latif), Shah lutufullah Qadri, Shah Inayat Sufi Nasarpoori, Mir Masoom Shah, Makhdoom
Nooh of Hala, lakho lutufullah, Mahamati Pirannath and many others are the renowned literary perso-nalities
of this period. Bhagu Bhan, Sumang Charan, Shah Abdul Karim, Shah Inayat and many other poets of this
period have enriched the language with mystic, romantic and epic poetry. Many centers of learning (Madrasahs)
(in Thatta) flourished during tenth to fifteenth centuries where celebrated scholars of Sindh used to teach religion,
philosophy and rhetoric. The great scholars among them who earned high reputation even in the Muslim centres
of Mecca and Medina were Makhdoom Abdul Hasan, Makhdoom Ziauddin, Makh-doom Muhammad Hashim
Thattavi and Makhdoom Muha-mmad Muin Thattavi (that from Thatta). Their works are mostly in Arabic,
Persian (Governing language of at that time) and Sindhi languages (language spoken by local peoples). Shah
Abdul Latif of Bhit (1690—1753) was a great thinker, Sufi, musician and poet from Sindh. Dr. Sorely, who
compared the poetry of the great poets of all major languages of the world, in-cluding Greek, Latin and Arabic,
in his book Musa Pravaganus, gives first place to Shah Latif for his language and thought. He invented a
variant of Tanbura a musical instrument still used when his verses are sung by people who love his literature.
He wrote Sassi Punnun, Umar Marvi in his famous book Shah Jo Risalo. Bhittai gave new life , thought and
content to the language and literature of Sindh. He traveled to remote corners of Sindh and saw for himself
the simple and rustic people of his soil in love with life and its mysteries. He studied the ethos of the people
and their deep attachment to the land, the culture, the music, the fine arts and crafts. He described Sindh and
its people. Through simple folk tales, Lateef expressed profound ideas about the universal brotherhood of mankind,
patriotism, war against injustice and tyranny, and above all the romance of human existence. He was a great
musician also and he evolved fifteen new melodies (swaras). The great beauty of his poetry is that his every
line or verse is sung till this day with a specific note or melody. Sachal Sarmast, Saami and Khalifo Nabi Bux
Laghari are celebrated poets of the Talpur period in Sindh (1783—1843 AD). Khalifo Nabi Bux is one of the
greatest epic poets of Sindh, known for his depictions of patriotic pathos and the art of war. Rohal, Sami, Bedil,
Bekas, Misri Shah, Hammal Fagqir, Dalpat Sufi, Sabit Ali Shah, Khair Shah, Fateh Faqir and Manthar Faqir
Rajar are some of the more noteworthy poets of the pre and early British era.

CelrEr] B~ A g FigeArdd, [Hen-cg-uRug qed1, Yy g 17-18
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